creation : for the distance from nothing to a little, is ten
thousand times more, than from it to the highest degree
in this life : and therefore remember thy Creator,
as by being so, he hath done more for thee than all
the world besides; and remember him also, with this
consideration, that whatsoever thou art now, yet once
thou wast nothing.

HE CREATED THEE, ex nihilo, he gave thee a being, there
is matter of exaltation, and yet all this from nothing ;
thou wast worse than a worm, there is matter of
humiliation ; but he did not create thee ad nihilum,
to return to nothing again, and there is matter for thy
consideration, and study, how to make thine immortality
profitable unto thee ; for it is a deadly immortality,
if thy immortality must serve thee for nothing but to
hold thee in immortal torment. To end all, that being
which we have from God shall not return to nothing,
nor the being which we have from men neither. As
St. Bernard says of the image of God in man's soul,
Uri potest in gehenna, non exuri, That soul that descends
to hell, carries the image of God in the faculties of that
soul thither, but there that image can never be burnt
out, so those" images and those impressions, which
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